Scottish Negotiating Committee for Teachers

Monday 26 November 2007
The Scottish Negotiating Committee for Teachers met for its sixth Annual General Meeting on Monday 26 November 2007, in the Offices of COSLA, 9 Haymarket Terrace, Edinburgh. Liz Hunter was in the Chair.
Present:
Management Side

Councillor Isabel Hutton

Councillor Doug Snell


Councillor John Hampton


Councillor Gerry Dorrian


Councillor Robert McGill


Scottish Government

Liz Hunter

Donald Henderson


Dougie Atkinson


Teachers’ Side

Malcolm Mciver (EIS)


Eric Baillie (EIS)


Jack Barnett (EIS)


John Black (EIS)


Margaret Anderson (EIS) (substitute)

May Ferries (EIS)


Douglas Mackie (EIS)


Alan Munro (EIS) (substitute)


Albert McKay (SSTA) (substitute)

Alan Taylor (SSTA)


Tony Kent (PAT)


Joint Secretaries

Joe Di Paola (COSLA)


Drew Morrice (Teachers’ Side)


Stephanie Walsh (Scottish Government)


In Attendance

Ron Culley (COSLA Secretariat)


Brian Gardner (COSLA Adviser)


Tom Burnett (COSLA Adviser)


Murray MacFarlane (COSLA Adviser)


Fiona MacDonald (Scottish Government Secretariat)


Louise Wilson (Teachers’ Side Secretariat)

Apologies:
Management Side



Teachers’ Side

Councillor Tom McKeown

Helen Connor (EIS)

Councillor George Kay


Ronnie Smith (EIS)

                                                                                    David Eaglesham (SSTA)
1.
AGM Business


Chairs – The SNCT Joint Chairs were agreed as follows: 

	Joint Chairs

	Malcolm MacIver – EIS 

Teachers Side 

	Isabel Hutton – COSLA

Employers Side 

	Liz Hunter – Scottish Government, Schools Directorate (SGSD)

Scottish Government side 



Membership of the Committee - the members of the committee were agreed as follows:
	Membership of the Committee - Teachers

	Eric Baillie - EIS

	Jack Barnett - EIS

	John Black - EIS

	Helen Connor - EIS

	May Ferries - EIS

	Malcolm MacIver - EIS

	Douglas Mackie - EIS

	Ronnie Smith - EIS

	David Eaglesham - SSTA

	Alan Taylor - SSTA

	Tony Kent - PAT

	Membership of the Committee - Employers

	Cllr Isabel Hutton - COSLA

	Cllr Doug Snell - COSLA

	Cllr John Hampton - COSLA

	Cllr Gerry Dorrian - COSLA

	Cllr Tom McKeown - COSLA

	Cllr George Kay - COSLA

	Cllr Robert McGill - COSLA

	Vacancy

	Membership of the Committee – The Scottish Government

	Liz Hunter - SGSD

	Donald Henderson - SGSD

	Dougie Atkinson - SGSD


Appointment of Officers

Joint Secretaries – the Joint Secretaries were agreed as follows:

	Joint Secretaries

	Drew Morrice - EIS

	Joe Di Paola - COSLA

	Stephanie Walsh – SGSD 


Treasurer – the Treasurer was agreed as follows:

	Treasurer

	Brenda Campbell - COSLA


Auditor - the Auditors were agreed as follows:

	Auditors

	Condies – COSLA Auditors



It was noted that this would be Donald Henderson’s last meeting and his place on the committee will be taken by Michael Kellet. A vote of thanks for his work on the committee was extended by Malcolm Maciver.
2.
The Minute of the last meeting, held on Wednesday 28 February 2007, was approved as a correct record. 
3.
Matters Arising. - It was noted that the issue of practical class sizes, discussed at the last meeting is still to be referred to the Conditions of Service Working Group for reconsideration.
4.
Notes of Joint Chairs and Extended Joint Chairs Meetings. - The Committee noted the minutes from the above meetings on 27 September and 7 November 2007.

5. 
Report from the LNCT Review Working Group. - The report of the LNCT Review Group was noted by the Committee. The draft letter and good practice guidance on Working Time arrangements and the Development of a Collegiate Culture were approved for issue to LNCT’s. The Committee also approved the proposal that a national event for representatives of Councils and LNCT’s be organised at Hampden on 12 March 2008.

The Committee also endorsed the working group’s view that workload issues would remain on the Joint Chairs’ future agenda.
6.
Report from the Conditions of Service Working Group. - The Committee noted the report of the Conditions of Service Working Group. The issue of a Joint Secretaries’ letter of advice to councils on the annual leave and working hours of Quality Improvement Officers and Educational Psychologists was approved. The Committee also agreed that the Conditions of Service Group should continue to consider some low-cost options for the funding of Sabbaticals for teachers. 
7.
Report from the Support Staff Working Group. - The report of the Support Staff Working Group was noted by the Committee and the winding up of this sub group was approved subject to ongoing monitoring of support staff issues by the Joint Chairs and Joint Secretaries.
8.
Pay Negotiations – The Committee considered the paper on the reopener clause 
(SNCT 33) and also the 2008 Pay Claim submitted by the Teachers’ side. The 
Employers’ side will now consider this further and it 
was agreed that 
discussions would be taken forward at Extended Joint Chairs 
meetings
already arranged in advance of 
the next full SNCT meeting.

9.
Job Sizing. -  The reports on job-sizing were noted and the Committee agreed that action should be taken by the Joint Secretaries to publish the Job Sizing toolkit on the SNCT website.


The Committee also agreed to accept the recommendations made by the Joint Secretaries in relation to a review of the Job Sizing Toolkit, with the immediate establishment of a technical sub group of the Conditions of Service Working Group, comprising experienced job sizing co-ordinators. This sub group will undertake a thorough review of the Guidance notes, incorporating any updates which maybe required and highlight specific issues relating to the toolkit which the SNCT might have to consider further.
10.
SNCT Appeals – The Committee is asked to note that the dates for hearing the four outstanding appeals to the SNCT will be 16 and 30 January 2008.

11.
Date of Next Meeting. - The date of the next meeting was agreed and it will take place on 13 December 2007 at 2pm at the COSLA offices, Edinburgh. 
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